
The director of Carbon Managers 
Pty Ltd, JOHN WAYLAND questions 
the rationale behind the Federal 
Government’s highly publicized 
Emission Trading Scheme (ETS)
Laudable as it may be, will an international 
unit of carbon create as much change as a tax 
driven method?

 
$1.2b over four years.

abatement scheme, introduced as far back as 
1996, and the free fall of the renewable energy 

It is understandable that the evangelists from  

Very few understand the mechanism 

as to what is legislation, as to how it works, 

Governments forget that: 

the legislature has to remove regulatory risk 

carbon, there have also been large sums lost 

without enough consultation.

farms commercial.
 

 
require more accounting time than industry has 
time to fill in.  

 

money is needed.

energy technology.

 

 
labeling, car and truck emission reductions 

 

 
after-tax cost and that is the key to any business  

 

would any business look at these alternatives? 

calculation of what a country is assigned as its 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

history shows this.

the introduction of more costly alternatives is 

way of a tax everyone could understand that 

but seems to be lost somewhere.

to install costly alternatives reduces the cost 
of switching and will generate change at a 
business level.

lost in the debate.

Opinion

The high cost of saving the planet

‘No politician can explain
what ETS is’

John Wayland

ETS to cost taxpayers $1.2 billion over the next 4 years

manufacturing. 

 

navigate your business through this new 
environment?

 
 

would last for years. 

 
 

cycles will find it difficult to manage their funding 

the main instrument of economic control so 
interest rates will rise 

at least another year or two as banks seek to 

 

takes to be a good leader. 
 

leader must have courage, decisiveness, 

way forward. 

 

aware leader. 

 
within the new economic conditions and be 

* James Abbott is general manager for 
Apex Manufacturing at Guildford in 
Western Sydney. Apex produces quality 
CNC machined components to suit any 
specification.
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Challenges ahead as manufacturers 
face the ‘New Normal’

James Abbott
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